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One day, as I was waiting in line at the grocery store, a kind, old man approached 

me and handed me a small, wrapped box. He said, “This is the greatest gift. But 

don’t open it unless you feel truly down and hopeless.” Then, without another 

word, he turned and walked away. 

The whole experience felt strange, to say the least. I went home and set the gift on 

a shelf, quickly forgetting about it in the days that followed. But life took a dark 

turn not long after. First, I lost my job, then, six months later, my wife and I got 

divorced. As if that wasn’t enough, shortly afterward, I was diagnosed with 

diabetes. Each blow seemed to hit harder, and I felt myself slipping into a deep 

depression. 

One evening, while sitting alone, head in hands, I remembered the old man’s gift. I 

pulled it down from the shelf and set it on the table in front of me. A strange hope 

welled up inside. What could be in this little box? Perhaps a check for a million 

dollars? Or a rare, valuable coin? Maybe some old stock worth a small fortune? 

I slowly unwrapped the box, anticipation growing. But when I opened it, there was 

no money or treasure inside. Instead, it held a small pocket Bible, a bookmark on 

John 3:16, three scripture coins, and a simple note that read: 

“Jesus Loves You, and So Do I. Love, Pastor Shon.” 

In that moment, peace came over me. I felt a profound reminder that I was not 

alone and that love and hope were still very much alive, even in the darkest of 

times. I looked down at the bookmark and read John 14:27: 

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." 

In a world where we often look for answers in all the wrong places, this small gift 

held the greatest treasure of all—a reminder of God's unyielding love and the peace 

that can only be found in Him. 
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This story beautifully captures how hope and faith can arrive when we least expect 

them. The simplicity of the gift—a Bible, scripture coins, and a note—reminds us 

that sometimes the greatest treasures aren’t in wealth or worldly possessions but in 

finding peace and connection with God. The “greatest gift” wasn’t anything 

material; it was a tangible reminder of God’s love and a spark of hope in the 

middle of despair. 

It also highlights the power of small, seemingly random acts of kindness. Pastor 

Shon’s gesture shows how deeply meaningful it can be when someone goes out of 

their way to share love, even with a stranger. Through the old man’s simple gift, a 

path to spiritual healing opens for the main character just when he’s at his lowest. 

It’s a reminder that sometimes what we need most isn’t a change in circumstance 

but a change in perspective—a re-centering on God’s promises and His unfailing 

love. 

It’s a story of faith and resilience, showing how even in dark times, God’s light and 

the kindness of others can guide us back to hope. 



 

CHAT GPT ILLUSTRATION Here's the illustration for the story. It captures the 

moment of peace and hope as the man opens the box and discovers the gift, 

symbolizing the light of faith amidst his struggles. 

 

 

 


